September 10t 2023

Time

Pastor: Fr. Henry Smolenaars
Fr. Henry Email: frhenrys@gmail.com
Hospital Chaplain:  Fr. Wieslaw Papuga
Priest on Call: 902-746-8233 (Emergencies)
Office hours: Monday to Friday

from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm
Church email : stambrosemail@gmail.com
Bulletin email: stambrosebulletinl@gmail.com
Tabitha Centre: 902-742-8960
Reconciliation/confession is held on Wednesday
after mass from 7:00-8:00

MASS INTENTIONS - September 9t — 17t 2023
St. Ambrose Co-Cathedral (Yarmouth):

Sat. 4 pm Frances & James Saulnier
Sun. 9am Intentions of Gary & Anita Banks
Sun. 11:15 am Parishioners

Tues. 6:30 pm Intentions of Jim LeBlanc
Wed. 6:30 pm Celeste & Russell Rodgerson

Thurs: 9 am Marilyn Doucette

Fri. 9 am Blaine Anthony

Sat. 4 pm Parishioners

Sun. 9 am Bob MacPherson

Sun. 11:15 am Donald MacKinnon

Our Lady of Lourdes (Melbourne):

Sun. 10 am September 10 Anniv. Edith LeBlanc

Sun. 10 am September 17 Anniv. Adam Surette

REFLECTION: Reconciling With Another Jesus said
to his disciples: “If your brother sins
eflections against you, go and tell him his fault
< > between you and him alone. If he
listens to you, you have won over

your brother.” Matthew 18:15
It takes much humility and a pure heart to confront
another person with their sin in such a way that
they listen and repent. Normally, confronting
another with their sin is done more out of anger

23"“Sunday of Ordinary

than it is out of love. We ought not confront another
with their sin out of our woundedness and a desire
to inflict guilt as retribution. We ought not confront
another to humiliate them or harm them. We
should only bring up another’s sin because we love
them and have already forgiven them and now
want them free of their sin for their own good.
When this happens and when this is our sole
motivation, another might more easily receive
correction.

This teaching, however, should not only be looked
at from the point of view of us confronting others
with their sins. It must also be looked at from the
perspective of others confronting us with our sins.
We sin every day. We sin against those whom we
love every day. Therefore, try to think about
someone close to you bringing your sin to your
attention. How do you react when this happens?
Perhaps if they did so with the most pure
motivation and compassion, you would listen. But
what if they did so because they were angry?
Though this is not the ideal way for someone to
confront you, it doesn’t give you the right to reject
what they say. Therefore, it is a good spiritual
practice to listen to anyone’s concern they bring to
you regarding your sin, no matter how they bring it.
If, after listening and evaluating their concern with
humility you see they are right, even to some
degree, then the loving response is to express
sorrow, apologize and commit yourself to change.
If, however, after humbly evaluating their concern,
you do not believe that you have sinned, then it is
time for you to gently and compassionately try to
confront that person with their rash and false
judgment.

This passage gives three successive levels of
confronting a person. First, it must be done one-on-
one. Second, it is done with two or three others.
Third, it is done in the presence of the Church. Try,
at first, to set aside the second and third approach
and only look at the first one. The goal of this one-
on-one confrontation is reconciliation. It is good to
put much energy into reflecting upon how well you
do with this sort of situation because if you can do
it well, there will be no need for the second or third
form of confrontation.

The number one enemy of reconciliation is pride.
Pride is a habit by which we think about ourselves
first and foremost, or even exclusively in the most

serious cases. Pride makes self-evaluation
impossible. We become blind to our sin and are
agitated the moment it is identified or causes
problems. Of course, the opposite of pride is
humility. This is the virtue that enables us to forget
about ourselves and have concern only for others.
When a person grows in humility, the evil one will
always tempt them with thoughts such as: What
about you? You are right and they are wrong! This
is unfair! You shouldn’t be treated this way! These
tempting thoughts must always be rejected.
Humility only makes sense when we are humble. To
the person who has pride, humility will seem
foolish. But humility is true wisdom.

Reflect, today, upon how humble you are when
someone expresses concern to you about your sin.
How do you react? Do you find yourself getting
angry and defensive when this happens? If so, be
honest and admit to yourself that this is pride; this
is your sin. Spend time trying to reflect upon the
ideal and humble way you should respond when
confronted by another. If reconciliation is your
number-one priority in any relationship that has
experienced hurt, then that holy and humble desire
will become your guide to being able to reconcile
with everyone in your life. -My Catholic Life

THE SEARCH: Are you ready for The Search?
o — All of us know people who
m would benefit from
encountering God and the
Church, and from experiencing the peace, joy, and
purpose that a relationship with Jesus brings. Invite
them to come to The Search. The Searchis an
innovative video series that tackles the key
questions of every human heart. In seven
beautifully filmed episodes, experts from multiple
fields of science, medicine, psychology, art, and
religion examine our place in the larger story of
existence. The Search tackles questions such as
“What do you Seek”, “Why a God?”, “Who is Jesus”,
Why a Church?. Whether they are a practiced
inquirer or a jaded skeptic, The Search will speak to
them. They may be reassured by some parts, and
challenged by others. Either way, they will find a lot
here to think about. And when all is said and done,
life’s questions demand to be answered. You can
watch the trailer
at https://youtu.be/QOWZFL5Wpi8

or google “The Search Trailer”. Thursday evenings
from October 5 to November 30, - 7:00 to 8:45 pm
in the Parish Centre. No cost to attend.
Registration required at 902 742-7151 or
search.stambrose@gmail.com

Questions can be sent to the above email or leave a
message with the office and someone will get back
to you.

ROSARY GROUP: Starting September 14, come join

me in the Jubilee Room after 9 am mass

i to say the rosary. Intentions for loved

ones and conversion of hearts. Come and

grow closer to God through the Blessed Virgin Mary.

If any questions please call or text Sarah Hubbard
at 902 740-2191

SUNDY SCHOOL REGISTRATION: The registration
‘Fi,; for catechism classes for grades primary to
&~ eight will be October 1t and 8" in the Parish

Centre between the 10:00am and 11:00 am.

KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS NEWS: Monthly Meeting:
Tuesday September 12, all members
% invited 6:00pm executive meeting

\ 7:30pm general meeting

4t Degree Tuesday September 19t at 7:00pm
Community Breakfast: September 24t 9:00 to
12:00 cost is $10.00 Adults and 12 and under $7.00
Soup Kitchen: opens September 12t
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COFFEE SCOIALS: are being held after all the masses
. fr & the weekend of September 16t &
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Our sympathy is extended to the family and
friends of
John James Arthur Surette and Alexander
Joseph Maclntosh
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let
perpetual light shine upon them.



https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%2018.15
https://youtu.be/QOwZFL5Wpj8
mailto:search.stambrose@gmail.com

